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Deans the oceans and sea,s, thr. bayis and estuaries, and brackish water 

areas) and activities inoactinf: in the xlarine environment. 

Tnia includes the :?a"cers adjacen to sea turtle nestin;; bezchzs. 

In exercising this authorit YET shall cotnsult with FJS on 

naj or adizinistrative an'd zanagem t decisions and shall consult with 

NS prior to publishing regulati issuing o,r denying petits, frmding 

State projects under cooperative eements, establishing recovery 

teams, and conducting research i olving sea turtles in their aquatic 

habitat. 

2. i?WS shall have sole jur ction over sea turtles, including 

parts or products, when OQ land. In exercising this authority, FL% 

shall consult with NH!'9 on major c,iXistrativc and xnanagenent decfskms 

and. shall consult with XWS prio publishing .regulations, issuing or 

denying permits, funding State pr ects under cooperative agreements, 

establishing recovery teams, and onducting research involving sea 

turtles on land. 

3. All consultations under Section 7 of the ESA involving sezt 

turtle nesting beaches ahall be the responsibility of Flus while such 

Section 7 consultations involving sea turtle aquatic areas shall be 

the responsibility of IWFS. In pszticular, nesting beaches shall. be 

examined for possible designation by Z'VS as critical habitat, as 

appropriate, and aquatic areas shall be examin'ed for possible desigmtion 

by :?@E'S as critical habitat or restricted fishin,g areas, as appropriate. 

FfJS shall consult with X!-ES before. designating any nesting beach as 
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4. Al.1 appLications for sea turtle permits or certifications 

authorized by the ESA or regulations pronulgated thereunder shall be 

s&mitt-d to the Federal Wildlife Permit Office, A%. The Federal 

Wildlife Pemit Office shall serve as the central clearinghouse for 

sea turtle ?ercAts and certifications and, accordingly, shall forwa1:~3 

all appropxia:s aqplicat:lons to TuT.PS in a timely SaShLOU. 

5. The Director, XXX, 

or deny all petits and 

of sea turtles in the maxine 

consultation with FJS, shall issue 

involving the taking or possess.Lon 

The Director, FWS, after cons ltation with XX!?S, shall issue ox: 

deny all pemits and certificates t nvolving the t,aking, inport, expo:rt 

or reexport, or other disposition df sea turtles on land. 

6. Notwithstanding the ditis on of responsibilities set forth 

above, agency jurisdiction over se turtle maricu:lture operations Will 

be prescribed in.the tegulations 1 sting the green, loggerhead, and 

Pacific ridley sea turtles. 

I3 



Dirxtors may cancel this Nemoran d urn of Understanding upoln thirt:y days 

written notice to the 0t:her Direc d or. 

Date ~ 
___- 
Date 

cc: F, F3, F33, F35, F2, F4; FNE, SE, FSW, FNW, FAK, Fll, F12, F3.25., 
F13, F14, GCF, PA13, A~161, MR MR2, EE, Fx5, F5, F53 
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